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ment,of whom all but three were still in active existence twenty-
two years later, when a Royal Commission met to consider the
whole question ; its labours, however, were in vain, all its
recommendations being incontinently shelved, and matters
remained in statu quo until the Crimean War brought the vital
necessity for reform vividly before the Government and the
country. Finally, the internal condition of the army itself left
much to be desired. Officers and men alike were ill paid, and
the expenses of the former at least were out of all proportion
to their remuneration. Conditions of life in barracks were still
such as to give point to Dr. Johnson's dictum that " no man
will go for a soldier who has contrivance enough to get himself
into a gaol ". Regiments on foreign service were hidden away—
to shelter them, it is said, from the Argus eye of the economist—
in fever-haunted or disease-ridden stations for what in too many
cases amounted to a lifelong exile. Discipline was savagely
enforced by the lash, considered, and too often with justice,
as the only means of appeal to the class of men of whom the
army was normally composed. Training hardly existed, and,
thanks largely to the baneful conservatism of Wellington, no
attempt was made to modify or improve the armament, equip-
ment and methods which were considered to have proved their
eternal value at Salamanca and Waterloo. Enlistment was for
life, discharge being granted only for exceptionally good or
exceptionally bad conduct, and only in 1847 was a term of
service of ten years introduced, and a bettek class of recruit
thereby attracted to the colours. During these depressing
thirty years, in a word, the British army as regards its quality
and efficiency suffered a disastrous reversion to the standard of
its worst days.
From 1824 onwards, however, it underwent a gradual change
for the better in a slow but steady increase in its numbers, till
by 1854 it had obtained a total strength of 140,000 men, half
being stationed at home, 30,000 in India and the remaining
40,000 in the Colonies. Moreover, in 1852 the militia was
revived, on a voluntary enlistment basis, so that an effective
second line was reconstituted in time for the Crimean War.
No provision was made, however, for drafting into regular units,
and though bounties attracted many recruits from the militia
into the line, such enlistments were strictly illegal and often
treated as such. The only recognised reserve in 1854, in fact,
consisted of 10,000 pensioners, who were permitted in case of
emergency to volunteer for garrison duty at home. To such a
degree of impotence had forty years of " peace, retrenchment
and reform " reduced what had once been the finest army in
Europe.

